
This story can fit 175-225 words. 

The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. Newslet-
ters can be a great way to market your product or service, and also create credibility and build 
your organization’s identity among peers, members, employees, or vendors. 

First, determine the audience of the newsletter. This could be anyone who might benefit from the 
information it contains, for example, employees or people interested in purchasing a product or 
requesting your service. 

You can compile a mailing list from business reply cards, customer information sheets, business 
cards collected at trade shows, or membership lists. You might consider purchasing a mailing list 
from a company. 

If you explore the Publisher catalog, you will find many publications that match the style of your 
newsletter. 

Next, establish how much time and money you can spend on your newsletter. These factors will 
help determine how frequently you publish the newsletter and its length. It’s recommended that 
you publish your newsletter at least quarterly so that it’s considered a consistent source of infor-
mation. Your customers or employees will look forward to its arrival. 

 

Pastor’s State of the Church 
 

2009 has been a difficult year for the economy and for many of our people and businesses. 
As a church we find ourselves behind in giving of finances - but some blessings have come 
through these times: 

· Under Al and LeAnna Noble’s leadership a Wednesday night free Community Meal 
has started.  A hundred to a hundred and fifty people have been served each week. 
Other churches have become involved in providing meals (Church of God, Union 
Chapel, Pleasant Mills and Salem, as well as St. Mark’s).  Also Bob Stuck and Ralph 
Bollinger have started delivering meals to homes.  This outreach is amazing, but 
equally amazing is the growth in us as we “give”. 

· We were not been able to give raises in 2009 and 2010, but even though he receives no 
salary at this time – Mike Snyder continues to lead the Small Group ministry. 

· And in these hard times we have been able to roof our entire church as well as paint.  
All because of loving generosity. 

· So in a very difficult year – God has blessed us!  God has grown us! 

 

There has been change in the Conference.  The North and South Conferences have now formed the 
Indiana United Methodist Conference.  We as local churches have been called to form a cluster of 
churches.  Union Chapel, St. Mark’s, Hope, Pleasant Mills, Monroe and First have now formed the 
“Kekionga Cluster”.  We have met twice and have shared together each of our unique ministries. 
Now we are asking what community needs we can more effectively address together? 

 

Following are other celebrations: 

· Worship is exciting and music is wonderful.  Dynamic Christmas Eve drama, powerful Good 
Friday Community Service, simple meaningful Ash Wednesday Service. 

· Confirmation youth have met and joined the church. 

· Diversity is growing in our church. 

· Annette Gower coming on staff, in the area of Christian Education. 

· Continuation of ministries such as:  Caring Covers, Meals from the Heart, Newborn Ministry, 
Prayer Ministries and Kids First. 

· The Hope Chest has moved to a new location (two doors south) to find a balance between minis-
try and expenses.  Keep this ministry in your prayers. 

 

Finally, Pat and I will retire this coming June.  We give thanks to God for the ten years we have wor-
shiped and served here with you special people.  I started in ministry serving a little country church 
when I was 18.  I will soon be 63, that adds up to 45 years.  I give thanks to God for the gift of salva-
tion and His guidance!  But now I look forward to time with Pat! 

 

So the next 7 months need to be a time for us as a church, to look to the future and prepare.  The Staff 
Parish will lead us in an “Appreciative Inquiry” process.  This process is to help us claim who we are, 
how God’s leading us, and what kind of leadership we need for the future. 
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· Youth News 

· Administrative Council Minutes 

· Prayer Corner 

· Kingdom Works 

· November Calendar 

· November Birthdays &                
Anniversaries 
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2009 Confirmation Class 3-4 

Thank You Notes... 7 

Ladies Card Signing Party 7 

Kids First News 9-10 

Hope Chest News 11 

Thanksgiving Service 13 

Happy Birthday Baskets 14 
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